1/28/26, 10:25 AM The Messenger: January 22 Edition

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

View this email in your browser

JANUARY 22, 2026

First United Methodist Church-Jonesboro

10 a.m. on Facebook
(and available after that)

Topic: What does the Bible say about snow?

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 25: ONLINE DEVOTION ONLY
10 a.m. on Facebook (and available after that)

Topic: What does the Bible say about show?

Trusting the weather reports, we will not have in-person services this Sunday,
January 25. Pastor Michael will provide an online devotion on Facebook at 10 a.m.
(and available anytime after that). Since snow has been on our minds all week, he will
address the question: What does the Bible say about snow? Research this week has
led to some inspiring insights.
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If Jonesboro Public Schools are closea,
our office and the ECLC are closed, and
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For next week, our policy is to follow the Jonesboro Public Schools in terms of
cancellations. Please stay safe, check on neighbors, take care of your pipes and pray
for all who may be in danger due to the cold, as well as all first responders an utility
workers who will be braving the weather for our safety.

If you have a pastoral need, Pastor Michael can be reached at pastor@fumcj.org.
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3:30 P.IN. FRIDAY- 850
5:35 P.11. SATURDAY
SIGN UP TODAY!
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Deadline to Register: Sunday, February 1 (FIRM)
A Few Details:

o We're staying Friday night (Feb. 20) in the Yurt bunk houses at Ferncliff.

o We'll leave Jonesboro as close to 3:30 p.m. on Friday as possible, and we’ll
return to the church by 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.

¢ Rotations include:
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o Target Training: Kids get an archery session provided by Ferncliff.

o Physical Training: One of the highlights at Ferncliff is the Shady Shoot
where kids participate in a large slide.

o KP Duty: Kids will check out some of the foods found in the Bible.

o Bootcamp Mission: Partnering with Ferncliff, kids will be working to put
together food packs for distribution. We’re also taking a donation of non-
perishable foods for blessing boxes across the state.

REGISTRATION DEADLIINE IS FAST APPROACHING!
NOTE: We will need at least one additional adult to accompany Christi on this trip.

If your 3rd-5th grader would like to attend this awesome overnight, call/text/email
Christi at 501.860.5678 or christi.crawford@arumc.org with the following information
NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1:

 Name

e Home Address

e Birthday

e Grade

¢ Authorized Pickups

» Parent Contact Information

o Emergency Contact Information
o Allergies

» Emergency/Medical/Disability Information

If you'd like more information, please call or text Christi.
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Confirmation
Classes Starting

Sundays 10:10-10:50 a.m. | February-May
*We won’'t meet March 1 & 22, April 5 and May 10

Classes are for current 5" & 6™ graders and up.

Due to inclement weather, we will not be having a Confirmation parent and youth
meeting during the Sunday school hour this Sunday. We will hit the ground running on
Sunday, February 1, and students will be given a packet of information with a
Confirmation calendar/schedule.

Confirmation classes are for current 5th and 6th graders and older youth.

Throughout their time together, kids will cover the following topics: Meet Your Bible,
Story of God, The Trinity, Israel: God’s Chosen People, Jesus: God with Us,
Relationships that Last, Promise of the Resurrection, What's Yet to Come?, What is
the Church?, Prayer, Partnering with God’s Mission, Inviting Others into God’s Story,
and Why the Church?

Confirmation classes will conclude on May 17, and our Confirmation services will
occur on Pentecost, May 24.

If you have any questions or would like to help with Confirmation classes,
call/text/email Christi at 501.860.5678 or christi.crawford@arumc.org.

At our meeting Monday evening (January 19), we unanimously approved a proposal
to lease space in the youth and children’s building. More details will be provided
publicly as agreements are made between the parties involved.

Our Church Council sees this as an opportunity to be in partnership with others in our
community, multiply our ministry, and to be good stewards of the many resources that
God has given us.
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Please keep these developments in your prayers.

MIDWEEK

Watch social media and email for updates next week — as we are uncertain how long
the cold weather will keep road conditions less than ideal. We will update you next
Tuesday with regard to our regularly scheduled MidWeek activities.

Typically, we have a meal served from 5:30-6 p..m., and the pastor’s Bible study — as
well as activities for youth and children — and music rehearsals begin at 6:30 p.m.

Mid-Week Bible Study

Pastor Michael’s MidWeek Bible Study meets at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays in the
Morse Family Fellowship Hall. The theme is on the Holy Spirit. He will begin a series
on Lent in February, and then will transition to the meaning of Easter in April.

As a resource you are invited to read along in Pastor Michael’s latest book,
“Awakening Through Wilderness: Lent, Easter, and Pentecost Inspired by the
Teachings of John Wesley.” Having the book is not required. Copies will be available
in the church office.
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HELPING NEIGHBORS ’

The Helping Neighbors Food Pantry distributes
more than 30,000 pounds of food per month.

There are collection boxes for canned goods outside both the
Sanctuary and Wesley Hall - and in front of the church office.

Items in High Demand:
Canned Meat, Peanut Butter, Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Rice, Dry Beans,
Pasta, Toiletries, Paper Goods, Disposable Utensils, Diapers (All Sizes)

The number of people served by the Helping Neighbors Food Pantry grew by 17% from
January to October of 2025 (and the number grew even more in November). The need is
great — and we know you’ll come through as we work to be neighbors helping neighbors.

EXTENDED FAMILY MINISTRY SAVE THE DATES:

FEB. 1: Confirmation Classes Begin, 10:10 a.m. in the youth area

FEB. 27-MAR. 1, 2026: Veritas at Fort Smith (No Confirmation classes)
JUNE 7-12: Ozark Mission Project at Shoal Creek Camp

JULY 20-24, 2026: Assembly at Hendrix College

JULY 11-14, 2027: Youth 2027 (A worldwide United Methodist youth gathering
that happens every 4 years; the 2027 event is in Dallas)
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David Cupples
M.G. Ferguson-Myering
Allison Gentry
William Kaloghirou
Jean McCain
Tommy Nesmith
Mollie Price-Blackshear
Tommy Rankin
Nathan Raviscioni
Simon Storer
Crystal White

*This list represents those for whom we have been notified.
Please call the church office (870.932.7479) to be added to the prayer list.

In your prayers please include all who are written upon our hearts.

Get in touch with us!
870.932.7479
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9A-4P; Friday 9A-Noon

Sunday Schedule:
9:15 a.m. Modern Worship in Wesley Hall
10:10 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages
11 a.m. Classic Worship in the Sanctuary
5:30 p.m. Youth Group in the Youth Building

Church Staff:
Rev. Dr. Michael Roberts
Senior Pastor | michael.roberts@fumcj.org

Christi Crawford
Director of Youth & Children's Ministries | 501.860.5678 | christi.crawford@arumc.org

Joslyn Johnson
Church Administrator | churchadmin@fumc;j.org | Monday-Thursday; 9A-2P

https://mailchi.mp/68e6ffa2ecd4/the-messenger-january-22-edition?e=9b8224db7d

7/8


mailto:michael.roberts@fumcj.org?subject=&body=
mailto:christi.crawford@arumc.org?subject=&body=
mailto:churchadmin@fumcj.org?subject=&body=
http://eepurl.com/i1Vnks
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=8846b00b46bf43bd3c8f20596&id=b1c0558189
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=8846b00b46bf43bd3c8f20596&id=b1c0558189
javascript:;

1/28/26, 10:25 AM The Messenger: January 22 Edition

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

Copyright (C) 2024 First United Methodist Church-Jonesboro. All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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