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What a month! It's hard to believe we've already been together for a whole
month. I offer my sincere appreciation for how you have welcomed my family
and me. From the "welcome to the neighborhood" potluck to your generosity in
stocking our pantry, we have been truly blessed by how you have received us.

It has been a beautiful experience to worship with all of you. I can already feel
the Spirit moving in powerful ways! I know it's not always about the numbers, but
I did take a look at how this July compared with the previous month and the
previous year. I'm happy to share that worship participation is up 40% over June
2026, and up 30% over July 2025.

I am thankful to be getting to know you, and to journey with you as we seek to
grow in our love of God and neighbor. In an effort to better know each of you —
and the identity of FUMC Jonesboro as a whole — you are invited to join me at
one of our cottage meetings. Your participation is critically important in helping
me understand where we've been, where you see us going, and how I can best
serve you in fulfilling that vision. Please stay tuned for cottage meeting dates,
and sign up for one that best fits your schedule.

July has been a great first step, and I look forward to our time together as I do
my best to be just the pastor you need for such a time as this.

Grace and peace to you all,
Pastor Jacob
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COMING SOON: I AM ________
A Worship Series

This series will help the congregation get to know the pastor, his family,
and his faith. At the same time, this series seeks to help all of us better
know  ourselves and our faith. As we look at starting our ministry
together, we  begin with the Gospel of Matthew's account of how Jesus
and the disciples  began their ministry together.

August 23: I am loved! Matthew 3:13-17
August 30: I am called! Matthew 4:17-22
September 6: I am connected! Matthew 5:21-24
September 13: I am salty! Matthew 5:13-16  
September 20: I am more! Matthew 5:41-48

August 23 | I am loved! (Matthew 3:13-17)
Can you imagine what relationships could be like without the human fear
of  rejection? This Sunday we remember that in our baptism the voice of
God proclaims to all of us, “You are my beloved.” Let’s live in the
abundance of  grace and acceptance and just see what happens when
you offer that to others together!

August 30 | I am called! (Matthew 4:17-22)
We continue this Sunday with the idea that God has called you, each of
 you, all of you, not just by name, but to a special purpose. When you find
 and claim your own vocation – that which fulfills you and creates good in
the  world – you are freed from the bonds of what others may expect of
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you or claim for you. Discipleship comes in many, and sometimes
unlikely, forms.

September 6 | I am connected! (Matthew 5:21-24)
Who you are cannot be fulfilled in isolation. You were made for
relationship and for passing on the life and love given to you by God.
You’ve all experienced the pain of broken relationships and the joy of
restored ones. How does your relationship to others define you? How
does living in right relationship with friend and stranger send
reverberations into the world and into the future?

September 13 |  I am salty! (Matthew 5:13-16)
Being loved, called, and connected are useless if you keep these gifts to
 yourself. Instead, Jesus reminds you that as the salt of the earth and the
 light of the world, you are to let his light shine through you from the
hilltops for all to see and experience.

September 20 | I am more! (Matthew 5:41-48) Living fully into who you truly
are produces such abundance that the fruits of the fields of your lives
overflow. Offering this surplus with others is the command of God. But
even more than that, scripture invites you to go beyond just what you
have to offer, and also move into giving what you must strive to offer on
behalf of love. How can you go the extra mile as a church?

OTHER NEWS:

Personal thank you notes for the matching grant we
received to help fund repairs to our organ may be
sent to the Rebsamen Foundation.

Rebsamen Fund
P.O. Box 55330
Little Rock, AR 72215

Want to learn more about a ministry that can bring
comfort and help share God’s love through the
human-animal bond?

Join us Wednesday, August 12, for a special program in which our
own Cathy Hall will share her experiences with pet ministry. Plan
also for a warm and fuzzy encounter with Luna, guest canine!

United Women in Faith
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Wednesday, August 12 | Morse Family Fellowship Hall
11:30 a.m.: Pre-Program Brown Bag Lunch

Noon: Program, featuring Cathy Hall
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Check out our church merch at United in Love (the official store of
FUMC Jonesboro)! We have several styles of t-shirts, long-sleeve t-
shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies, plus hats and even a blanket and a
Christmas ornament.

This is your chance to take the church with you everywhere you go
this summer (and beyond), and all proceeds benefit youth ministries
here at FUMC Jonesboro.

Click here to visit our store.

EXTENDED FAMILY MINISTRY SAVE THE DATES:

JULY 31-AUGUST 2: Youth Back to School Retreat in Hot Springs
(Rising 6th-12 Graders & Recent Graduates)
NOV. 6-8: Refuge: Shepherd of the Ozarks (Current 5th-8th Graders)
JULY 11-14, 2027: Youth 2027 (A worldwide United Methodist youth
gathering that happens every 4 years; the 2027 event is in Dallas)
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Youth Back-to-School Retreat

Our youth are headed to Hot Springs July 31-August 2 for their annual Back-to-
School Retreat. This year’s theme is Into the Deep, and students will dive into
scripture to discover God’s heart. We’re leaning into the idea that scripture
shouldn’t just inform us…it should transform us.

By the end of the weekend, we should be refueled for the work of living out scripture
in our daily lives. Along the way, there will be plenty of fun and hang time.

Join us in prayer for Amanda Caldwell, Christi Crawford, Amelia Haynes, Norah
Johnson, Clara Kelly, Bennett McInturf, Arabella Melton, Avery Smith, Saven Watkins,
Seren Watkins and Noah Wynn, as they head to Hot Springs this weekend.
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Drew Butler
M.G. Ferguson-Myering

Allison Gentry
Paul Holmes

Carolyn Hudgins
Iona Jones

William Kaloghirou
Jean McCain

Tommy Nesmith
Nathan Raviscioni

Will Roach
Farrah Senteney

Simon Storer
Kenny Williams

*This list represents those for whom we have been notified.

Please call the church office (870.932.7479) to be added to the prayer list.

In your prayers please include all who are written upon our hearts.

***COMMUNICATIONS PROCESS***

We’ve created an online form for you to submit announcements, event
details or articles for our church newsletter, The Messenger. Click here to
visit the form now.

Please note that all submissions are due by Tuesday at noon for publication in that
week’s newsletter and any submissions not received by Tuesday at noon will be held
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for the following week.

Submission does not guarantee inclusion; publication is at the discretion of staff;
submissions may be edited for clarity, brevity and formatting.

Get in touch with us!
870.932.7479

 Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9A-4P; Friday 9A-Noon

Sunday Schedule:
9:15 a.m. Modern Worship in Wesley Hall

10:10 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages
11 a.m. Classic Worship in the Sanctuary

Church Staff:
Rev. Jacob Lynn

Senior Pastor | jacob.lynn@arumc.org

Christi Crawford
Director of Youth & Children's Ministries | 501.860.5678 | christi.crawford@arumc.org

 
Joslyn Johnson

Church Administrator | churchadmin@fumcj.org | Monday-Thursday; 9A-2P
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